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By: Angela Hamilton 

 
Most people think of Bunnell as a sleepy little town situated in the heart of Flagler County however, 

over the last few months Bunnell has been anything but sleepy. Some recent events happening around 

Bunnell were a beatification event, a train rally, and the 2
nd

 annual potato festival and thatôs just the tip 

of the iceberg. Or should I say potato?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On May 1

st
, 2010 Bunnell had their first train rally.   Passenger rail service was discontinued in 1968 

however; Amtrak officials paired with several other organizations are hoping to change that in the near 

future. The Amtrak/FEC Corridor Project is a federal stimulus project to reintroduce passenger service 

via Amtrak on 326 miles of FEC railway between Jacksonville and Miami. The proposal includes 8 

train stations to be constructed or refurbished and rail transit service to be provided to 11 counties 

including Flagler. Of the 11 counties, there are two counties without a proposed stop, Flagler and 

Broward. If passenger rail service is reinstated the citizens of Flagler County will have to travel north 

to St Augustine or south to Daytona Beach in order to board the train. The City of Bunnell has been 

extremely vocal in their position vying for a train stop in Bunnell/Flagler County with little success. 

On May 1, 2010 Amtrak officials sent an inspection train loaded with several government officials and 

officials involved with the project to tour the proposed train stops. Bunnell Commissioners asked staff 

to hang banners from two tow trucks painted with American Flags alongside the tracks saying 

ñWelcome to Bunnell, The Crossroads of Flagler Countyò and ñAmtrak - Please stop here!ò  

 
 

 

 

 
  

  

 

On April 24, 2010 the Bunnell CRA partnered with the 

Bunnell Chamber of Commerce and Flagler Habitat for 

Humanity for an earth day celebration in an effort to clean 

up Bunnell. Nearly 70 volunteers arrived to help with the 

cleanup efforts. The volunteers were given gloves, trash 

bags, bug spray, and sunscreen then sent on their way to 

designated streets with the hopes of making Bunnell 

sparkle.  Itôs so nice to see how much pride the people of 

this community have for their City. After the cleanup was 

completed the volunteers met back at the Bunnell City Hall 
for a hot dog luncheon and some much needed rest from all their hard work. At the end of the day 

volunteers managed to gather ¾ of a ton of garbage! The event was a huge success.  

 

 

 

Additionally, city staff arranged to have police cars, fire 

trucks, and as many people as possible standing alongside the 

tracks to wave, yell, cheer, and show their support for the 

City of Bunnell in their efforts to obtain a train stop. There 

were also American flags displayed along both sides of the 

tracks for several blocks. It was a sight to see. Over 100 

citizens banded together in the rally to convince the 

Amtrak/FEC officials to include Bunnell as one of the 

proposed stops on their route to reinstate passenger rail 

service along the east coast of Florida.  

 



As the train approached everyone gathered around to yell and cheer as the train went by. People were 

waving flags, cheering, clapping, and asking officials to stop the train. City of Bunnell, City of Flagler 

Beach, and Flagler County officials were on a platform decorated with American flags waving and 

cheering. Seeing the flags flapping in the wind, hearing the cheers of the people, listening to the sirens 

blaring, hearing the train whistle upon approach, and watching the train slow down to admire the sights 

was one of the most inspiring days of my career as a City of Bunnell employee. It was amazing to see 

the impact it had on not only the people standing around the tracks but also the officials on the train. The 

Cityôs Vice-Mayor Jenny Crain-Brady and Grants Director Judi Stetson were on board the train as it 

made its way through. They witnessed the reaction of the individuals inside the train. People were 

clapping in amazement and congratulating the City of Bunnell for a job well done. The City of Bunnell 

wanted to make a lasting impression on FEC, FDOT and Amtrak officials and thatôs exactly what they 

did. Itôs what being a part of the City of Bunnell is about. A small town population wise, but when we 

band together weôre able to make a huge impact. It truly was a fantastic grass roots effort.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

CRA Committee 

Meeting Dates 
 
The CRA Board meetings are 
the second Monday at 6:30 and 
the CRA Advisory Committee 
meets on the second Thursday at 
5:30pm at the Countyôs GSB. 

The public is always welcome! 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you interested in serving on 

the CRA Advisory Committee?  

 
 
The City of Bunnell CRA (Community Redevelopment 
Agency) is seeking City of Bunnell residents to serve on 
the Advisory Committee. If you are a Bunnell resident 
whoôs interested in serving please contact Judi Stetson, 

the CRA Director, for more information.  
jstetson@bunnellcity.us 

(386)313-4060 xt33 
 

 

 

On May 15, 2010 the Bunnell Chamber of Commerce paired with the City of Bunnell and 

the Bunnell Community Redevelopment Agency for their second annual Potato Festival.  

The potato festival celebrates Flagler County and Bunnellôs agricultural roots embracing 

the potato as part of our heritage.  Citizens were welcomed by a myriad of games and 

activities including a dunking booth with spectators lined up to dunk some local faces 

including Andy Dance from the Flagler County School Board and Richard DuPont, the 

principal of Bunnell Elementary. There was enough food to feed an army with a spread of 

ribs, French fries, barbeque and beer along with music, a cook off, and a beauty pageant.  

Additionally, there was the Inaugural Ride for Education to raise funds for need-base 

scholarships. This year the potato festival was more about being a warm welcoming 

community and less about hustle and bustle. You may remember last yearôs potato festival 

included a carnival with several rides and carnival type games. At the end of the festival 

the planning officials got together and discussed the future of the festival. It was 

overwhelmingly agreed that the event needed to have more of a home town feel and 

embrace our culture and heritage. This year officials decided to forgo the carnival and 

incorporate more of a home town angle. It seemed to have worked wonders considering 

there was such a great turn out and the attendants seemed very pleased. Most people felt 

this yearôs event seemed more like the inaugural festival considering it seemed like what it 

was envisioned to be. All in all a great time was had by all and you should stay tuned for 

future events like these to come.  

 

 

 

 
Bunnell is a small town with a huge heart. The next time 

youôre in town stop by some of the great businesses we 

have here, spend some time getting to know the people of 

Bunnell, and most of all take a moment to admire the 

community sense that Bunnell brings to the table. I promise 

you wonôt be sorry.  
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